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THE FAMOUS OPERA HOUSE IN MANAOS, BRAZIL

Manaos is a city of many beautiful buildings. Here we see the lovely opera house, now stand-
ing idle. Like the Avenida Rio Branco in Rio de Janeiro, this courtyard is made of beautiful
mosaic tiles laid in an intricate pattern. The city of Manaos, located in the Amazon Basin,

is the chief rubber center of South America.

able. The value and variety of forest
products is a great inducement to develop-
ment; balata, rubber, Brazil nuts, hard-
woods and dyewoods of all kinds, cacao
and drugs come from the woods. Then
there are grassy uplands or "campos"
which make excellent cattle country.

In the heart of this region, on the Rio
Negro, seven miles from its junction-with
the Amazon and about a thousand miles
from the sea, is the modern city of Ma-
naos. Manaos enjoyed almost unbeliev-
able prosperity when the wild rubber of
Brazil ruled the world. Though the fever-
ish boom days are now a thing of the past,
Manaos is still a flourishing city. It is an
important centre of the rubber trade and
of the trade in other forest products, such
as Brazil nuts and hardwoods.

The Rio Negro, or Black River, is the
Amazon's ^biggest tributary from the
north, and it drains most of northwestern
Brazil to the Venezuelan and Guiana
borders. (Many rivers pour into .. the

muddy, yellow Amazon, from the south,
and of these the Madeira, which rises in
Bolivia, is the largest.
. Along the river banks the forest is
well-nigh impenetrable. This wilderness
is the home of the rubber tree, of which
the latex provides the queer elastic sub-
stance used in making waterproof cloth-
ing, shoes, automobile tires and countless
different articles. Without rubber our
life would be very different. Other trees
of all kinds, festooned with creepers and
orchids, make a home for chattering and
howling monkeys, bright-feathered par-
rots, toucans, dainty humming-birds and
egrets. Mosquitoes, gnats and ferocious
ants are far too numerous for comfort.
The swamps hold snakes, the rivers are
infested with alligators and swarm with
fish, one of which, the piraracu, is as big
as a tarpon and provides excellent sport.
A dangerous fish is the vicious little one
which is called "piranha" in Portuguese
and "pirana" in Spanish. Large turtles

189